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ABSTRACT

The law should cohere with its rationale. But often, if not
always, there are multiple rationales and they point in
different directions. Tensions then arise. I suggest that this is
true of the law on confession evidence. There are at least
three different concerns at play here: the reliability of the
confession, the autonomy of the confessor (the accused
person) and the legitimacy of the method by which the
confession was obtained (sometimes expressed as a matter
of integrity in the administration of criminal justice). I trace
how these interests or values interact and compete to shape
(judicial interpretation of) the rules in the Criminal Procedure
Code governing the admissibility of confession evidence.
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06:15pm to 06:45pm
06:45pm to 07:45pm
07:45pm to 08:00pm
08:00pm

SPEAKER

Professor Ho Hock Lai obtained his first law degree from the
National University of Singapore (LLB) in 1989, his
postgraduate degree, the BCL, from Oxford University in 1993,
and his doctorate from Cambridge University in 2003. He was
called to the Bar of the Supreme Court of Singapore in 1990.
His research interests include the law and theory of evidence
and proof, and the administration of criminal justice.
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There are no registration fees but seats are limited.
Registration
Lecture
Q&A Session
Dinner Reception

Please register at

https://mysurvey.nus.edu.sg/EFM/se/543BE5C21A0ED509
For enquiries, please contact Ms Poova at 6516 3644 or
clemail@nus.edu.sg

Participants who wish to obtain CPD Points are reminded that they must comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set out in the CPD Guidelines. For this activity,
this includes signing in on arrival and signing out at the conclusion of the activity in the manner required by the organiser, and not being absent from the entire
activity for more than 15 minutes. Participants who do not comply with the Attendance Policy will not be able to obtain CPD Points for attending the activity. Please
refer to http://www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more information.

