
CBFL SEMINAR SERIES 
BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY: KEY LEGAL 
AND REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS 
 

By Mr Usman Sheikh 
Partner, Gowling WLG’s Toronto Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

15 Nov 2018 (Thursday)  
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ABOUT THE EVENT 

This seminar will consider key legal and regulatory developments in the area of blockchain 
technology.  The talk will begin with a brief overview of the nature of blockchain technology, 
followed by practical applications that have been, or are in the process of being, 
operationalized around the world (in the area of capital markets, payments, real estate and 
others).  This will be followed by a discussion of the regulatory response by several notable 
jurisdictions around the world and also the significant legal issues and challenges that are 
raised by this highly novel technology.  The aim will be to give participants an overview of 
the workings of blockchain technology, how and why it is challenging fundamental legal 
concepts and regulatory frameworks, and also the status of the legal jurisprudence.  
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 

Banking lawyers, in-house bank counsel, policymakers 
 

PROGRAMME  

  

4.30pm : Registration 

5.00pm :        Welcome and  
Start of Seminar 

6.00pm : Discussion (Q&A) 

6.30pm : End of Event 
 

REGISTRATION 

 

 
Register at: 
https://tinyurl.com/y6vvu2h6  
 
For enquiries, please email 
rescle@nus.edu.sg or contact 
Atikah Shaftee at +65 6516 3102 
 

 

  

 

Public CPD Points: 1  
Practice Area: Banking & Finance 
Training Level: Foundation 

 
Participants who wish to obtain CPD Points are reminded that they must comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set 
out in the CPD Guidelines. For this activity, this includes signing in on arrival and signing out at the conclusion of the 
activity in the manner required by the organiser, and not being absent from the entire activity for more than 15 minutes. 
Participants who do not comply with the Attendance Policy will not be able to obtain CPD Points for attending the 
activity. Please refer to http://www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more information. 

 

Usman Sheikh is a Partner in Gowling 
WLG's Toronto office. Named in 2018 as 
one of the “Top 25 Most Influential 
Lawyers” in Canada, he serves as the 
National Head of the firm's Blockchain & 
Smart Contract Group.  As leader of the 
group, Usman oversees a diverse team 
comprising more than 80 practitioners. 
Among the team’s many 
accomplishments is the listing of the very 
first blockchain company in the world. 
His clients include Canada’s largest 
banks, co-founders of Ethereum, nine of 
the largest cryptocurrencies in the world 
as well as several blockchain pioneers. A 
highly sought after thought leader, 
Usman has briefed the offices of several 
prime ministers, as well as ministers, on 
blockchain’s disruptive power. He has 
lectured at the IMF, co-lectured with the 
heads of blockchain for Nasdaq and the 
TMX, among others.  In 2018, Usman is 
scheduled to publish The Law of 
Blockchain Technology. 

ABOUT THE CENTRE FOR BANKING & FINANCE LAW 

The Centre for Banking & Finance Law (CBFL) at the Faculty of Law, National University of Singapore, seeks to generate scholarship and promote thinking about the vibrancy, 

robustness and soundness of the banking sector, capital markets and other financial services. Through the research our scholars undertake and the events we organise, we seek 

to create and share knowledge, to engage stakeholders in an exchange of ideas, and to enhance the appreciation of legal and regulatory issues. We aim to bring greater theoretical 

and analytical clarity to these issues, to examine their policy impact, and to be a catalyst for ideas on how to improve banking and financial systems at the national, regional and 

global levels. Visit our website at https://law.nus.edu.sg/cbfl/.  
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